Project Description – Rule of Law Backsliding and Judicial Independence in Eastern Europe

The researcher will investigate the phenomenon of rule of law backsliding within the European Union, with a specific focus on Eastern European Member States, according to the scope and aims of the ROLLBACK Jean Monnet Chair.
The project will be framed within the system of EU values enshrined in Article 2 TEU, with particular attention to the principle of judicial independence.
The researcher will analyze how recent institutional and legislative reforms have affected the balance between political authorities and the judiciary.
A central part of the research will concern the role of judicial councils (Councils for the Judiciary) across EU Member States. The researcher will examine their composition, appointment mechanisms, and competences in a comparative perspective. The study will assess whether these bodies function as effective guarantees of judicial independence or are subject to political capture.
The researcher will then apply a comparative legal methodology, analyzing normative sources and relevant case law at both national and European level.
Focusing on selected Eastern European countries, the project will identify key trends and assess EU responses to rule of law backsliding.
The research will ultimately contribute to the project’s aim to evaluate the effectiveness of existing mechanisms and provide policy recommendations to strengthen judicial independence and EU values.

